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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Twenty-fifth Report — “Report on the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme in Western Australia” — Tabling 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [2.27 pm]: I am directed to present the twenty-fifth report of the 
Standing Committee on Public Administration on the inquiry into the patient assisted travel scheme in Western 
Australia. 

[See paper 2966.] 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: The report that I am tabling today advises the house as follows. The patient assisted travel 
scheme provides assistance in the form of travel and accommodation subsidies to patients for whom specialist 
medical care is not locally available. On 1 January 1987, the responsibility for the isolated patient travel and 
accommodation assistance scheme transferred to the states and territories, with funding provided directly to the 
states and territories through special revenue financial assistance grants. At a regularly constituted meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Public Administration, it was resolved to initiate an inquiry into the PAT scheme in 
Western Australia. Submissions were called for and more than 100 were received from individuals, government 
departments and agencies and non-government organisations across the state. 

The majority of PATS is administered by the Western Australian Country Health Service and comprises seven 
regions: namely, the Kimberley, Pilbara, midwest, goldfields, wheatbelt, south west and great southern. 
The  committee travelled to each of these regions, taking evidence and visiting hospitals and PATS officers. 
Many witnesses expressed their appreciation and gratitude for the assistance they receive through PATS. It was 
acknowledged that PATS is a fundamental instrument of government policy directed at ensuring that the general 
standard of health services in the regions and access to those services is comparable to that which applies in the 
metropolitan area. However, it was also clear from evidence received that improvements to the scheme are 
needed. Many submissions identified problems with PATS and many witnesses provided examples of their 
personal experiences. The committee has used the information provided in these submissions to highlight the 
areas in which improvements can be made. It has also made recommendations that it considers will improve 
access to medical services for the many Western Australians living outside the Perth metropolitan area and large 
regional centres. Of the number of recommendations made by the committee in this report, the priorities for 
government should be those recommendations that deal with subsidies for accommodation and fuel. 
In any government program it is vital that reviews are carried out regularly and consistently. Several sections in 
this report make reference to suggested time frames for specific reviews to be undertaken. The committee 
acknowledges and thanks the individuals, organisations and healthcare professionals who met with the 
committee, particularly during its travels to regional areas. I would like to thank my fellow committee members 
for their work on this important issue, the committee staff, and the many staff from Hansard who assisted the 
committee during its travels. I commend the report to the house. 
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